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Colmar-Berg, 16-17 November 2019

On the 16th and 17th of November, the Stand Speak Rise Up! non-profit organisation’s board 
of directors met for the first time at the Castle of Colmar-Berg, in Luxembourg. Her Royal 
Highness the Grand Duchess of Luxembourg launched the Stand Speak Rise Up! non-profit 
organisation in September 2019 after the Forum in March 2019. This unique event had a 
worldwide resonance by putting victims of wartime rape at the heart of its conference and 
by making their voices heard.

HRH the Grand Duchess succeeded in rallying internationally renowned personalities for a 
common cause in the non-profit organisation: Nobel price peace winners, experts, lawyers, 
researchers, NGO founders, writers and journalists.
The association is reinforced by a scientific committee, which will advise the board on 
specific topics.

Through the association Stand Speak Rise Up!, HRH the Grand Duchess is able to unite project 
leaders, committed individuals and survivors. The association thus becomes a “megaphone”, 
giving victims as well as experts a platform to be seen and heard.

The association’s board of directors met for the first time on the weekend of the 16th and 17th 
of November to work on the projects linked to Stand Speak Rise Up!. The meeting also raised 
the issue of children born of wartime rape. Honorary Member Ms Pramila Patten presented 
the progress regarding the first plea of the United Nations on this subject.

During the meetings, the board of directors also defined the federating role of the association, 
led by HRH the Grand Duchess.
As well as increasing worldwide advocacy and visibility regarding the cause of sexual violence 
as a weapon of war, the organisation supports concrete projects, particularly concerning the 
topic of children born of wartime rape.

The Stand Speak Rise Up! non-profit organisation’s first 
working meeting 

The Stand Speak Rise Up! non-profit organisation 
The non-profit organisation Stand Speak Rise Up! aims to 
denounce rape as a weapon of war and sexual violence in fragile 
environments, to prevent their proliferation and to support 
victims in their reconstruction and their need for justice. It was 
created in September 2019 at the initiative of the Grand Duchess 
of Luxembourg, after the first International Forum on this subject 
in March of the same year in Luxembourg.
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The scientific comitee is expected to grow and evolve.



Projects related to SSRU! as to date

SEMA network retreat for 50 survivors 
in March 2019 in Luxembourg. 
Subsequently, 2 survivors have 
applied for international protection in 
Luxembourg.

Expansion of Panzi Hospital in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo with 
the Luxembourg Red Cross and the 
Mukwege Foundation.

Collaboration on the project 
“Back Up” of the NGO We Are 
NOT Weapons of War.  

1.

2.

3.

Construction of “waiting Houses” 
for women needing care with 
the help of the Luxembourg Red 
Cross and the Panzi Foundation.

4.

 Installation of solar panels on the roof 
of Panzi Hospital funded by the Engie 
Foundation in collaboration with the 
Mukwege Foundation.

5.



The Directorate for Development 
Cooperation and Humanitarian 
Affairs of Luxembourg has 
donated €5 million in financial 
aid towards the development of 
Panzi Hospital.

 Establishment of a think tank “Fridden an Gender” 
(Peace and Gender) consisting of members of 
4 NGOs from Luxembourg with the purpose of 
advancing considerations regarding sexual violence 
in sensitive areas.

Creation of 2 evening screenings (10-11 
December 2019) of films on situations 
of conflicts at the Luxembourg City 
Cinémathèque. Project initiated by the 
ambassadors of Belgium, Germany, 
France, Poland and the UK.

8.

9.

Construction of a cinema near 
Panzi Hospital in cooperation 
with les Ecrans de la Paix and 
La Guilde du Raid.

Exhibition on the highlights of the 
forum “Stand Speak Rise Up!” at 
the Abbey of Neumünster Cultural 
Exchange Center.

7.

6.

10.
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